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I am delighted to welcome 
you to Aureus School, Didcot's 
only co-educational 11-16 
comprehensive school. If your 
child enjoyed their primary 
school experience in a mixed 
gender setting then we are 
the school of choice for their 
post primary educational 
phase of learning.

Aureus School is a highly ambitious secondary school with a rigorous 
approach to academic standards. We are ambitious for educational 
success for all our learners. We collaborate with local stakeholders, such 
as Oxford University, Culham Science Centre and the Harwell Innovation 
Centre.

Our mission is simple: We will instil courage, ambition and resilience in 
every student  to empower them to achieve greatness as a global 
citizen through a combined drive for excellence.

After five years at Aureus, students will leave with a portfolio of expertise 
from a broad and rich curriculum. Aureus students benefit from learning 
in an 11-16 environment where they become leaders at an early stage 
in their school career. We aim to ensure every student leaves ready for 
post-16 studies, ranging from a pathway to Russell Group or Oxbridge 
Universities to vocational and technical opportunities.

Students are reminded to be 10% braver in their academic learning by 
challenging themselves to exceed their own expectations. Our Key 
Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 Raising Standards Leader instils an expectation 
of working hard to achieve goals. Students are expected to arrive at 
lessons ready for learning. Academic excellence is an expectation in
all classes for all students.

Learning at Aureus extends beyond the classroom and the curriculum 
to the culture and ethos that is at the heart of the school’s learning 
environment. Our pastoral systems, enrichment offer and extra-curricu-
lar activities support each of our students so that all can thrive and 
become confident, articulate and inspirational global citizens.

We develop critical thinking, leadership skills and healthy habits 
necessary for our students to have a successful future.

As one of a family of schools in the successful GLF Schools Trust, we 
have a wealth of experience and expertise to support the growth of the 
Aureus learning community, including the support of a successful and 
innovative thinking Teaching School Hub.

Please take a look at other pages on our website to learn more about 
what we do as an outward and forward facing academic establishment.

Julie Hunter
Headteacher



Our Vision
     Dedicated and passionate staff

     Inclusive learning environment

     Dynamic teaching and learning

     Creative curriculum and resources

     Outstanding leadership at all levels

     Thriving students who are healthy and happy

Our Vision and Values
At Aureus School, we believe in developing the whole child. We balance academic 
learning and pastoral support to ensure our students have a well rounded educational 
experience.

We are a values led school, offering a values based education (VBE), where we explore 
our values through weekly assemblies. Our twelve core values underpin our culture and 
ethos and we provide a space where our whole community will be supported to Grow, 
Learn and Flourish.

"The school’s vision combines academic learning
with a focus on how to be a global citizen."
Ofsted, March 2022
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Aureus students have the
opportunity to perform in
a variety of performances.

2021/2022 Whole School Show
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A broad and balance learning experience
Subjects studied by all students in Key Stage 3:

     Art

     Computing

     Dance

     Design Technology

     Drama

     English Language and English Literature

     Humanities – History, Geography, Ethics and Philosophy

     Maths

     Modern Foreign Language - French and Spanish

     Music

     Physical Education

     Sciences - Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Exciting opportunities at Key Stage 4
At Key Stage 4 alls students study: A wide range of options at Key Stage 4 including:

     English

     Maths

     Science

     Physical Education

     Hospitality and catering

     Ethics and Philosophy

     Global Citizenship

     Art

     Business Studies

     Computing

     Creative Media

     Dance

     Design Technology

     Drama

     Film Studies

     French

     Geography

     History

     Media Studies

     Music

     Physical Education

     Religious Studies

     Spanish

At Aureus we work hard to ensure we offer a positive, 
lifelong learning environment for all students and support 
them towards a successful future. We believe that all 
students need a strong grasp of the core subjects: English, 
Mathematics and Science, but also ensure they study a 
balanced, broad curriculum throughout their time with us. 
We provide time to explore new subjects by having a three 
year Key Stage 3. Students enjoy a broad and balanced 
curriculum offer before specialising in Key Stage 4.

We ensure students develop from extensive 
opportunities across the curriculum with a high 
proportion studying for the English Baccalaureate 
(EBacc) in Key Stage 4. The formal curriculum is 
enhanced by our Inner Curriculum which includes 
weekly Global Citizenship; integrating Personal, 
Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) Education, Sex, 
Relationships Education (SRE) and Spiritual, Moral, 
Social and Cultural (SMSC) development.

Our students are supported by an extensive careers 
programme managed by our careers coordinator, 
enabling them to begin understanding their choices 
and the world of work. Our Year 11 programme 
enables all students to select the best post-16 
choices for their future careers.

Our Curriculum



 

Our Personal Development (PDT)

Some examples of our PDT opportunities include:
     Competitive Sport - Badminton, Basketball, Dodgeball, Trampolining, Table Tennis, Football, Basketball, Rugby and Netball

     Recreational Sport - Running Club, Boxfit and Street Dance

     STEM activities - Animation Club, Computer Graphics Club, and Science Club

     Communications - Creative Writing, Famous Leaders and Language Club

     Art - Music, Film Club, Comic Book Club, Photography, Knitting and Sewing Club, Drama, Art and Greek & Romans Classics Club

     Community -  Debate Club, Duke of Edinburgh, Cooking Club, School Newspaper and Chess Club

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

6

We are proud to offer a diverse range of after school and lunchtime activities for our students to opt into. It is a time to make choices 
about the skills they would like to develop.

Students are invited to make PDT choices at the beginning of each term. They will select which activities they will want to participate 
in and we then expect them to make a commitment to attend their choice for the full term.

Students are encouraged to take part in 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award at bronze 
level in Year 9, Silver in Year 10; a 
programme where they can have fun, 
make friends, improve their self-esteem 
and build confidence. Students will gain 
essential skills and attributes for work and 
life such as resilience, problem-solving, 
team-working, communication and drive, 
opening them up for a whole world of 
opportunities when they enter the world 
of work.

Students have the opportunity 
in Year 10 to participate in a 
service trip. Our 2023 group 
will travel to Cambodia to hike, 
visit bear and elephant 
sanctuaries and learn about 
culture in Asia.



Design and Technology at Aureus includes
The Aureus Bake Off, our Eco Fashion Challenge
and our Dragons Den Product Design Competition.



BANKSY MALALAHAWKING

Our Houses

Rewards
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Aureus school has 3 houses. Each house chooses a charity to support throughout the academic year and take part in friendly 
inter-house competitions in sports, and performing arts.

We have an extensive programme which rewards students for making positive contributions. Students can be awarded with positive 
points during their school day. These are awarded for many reasons including hard work in lessons, embodying one of our Aureus 
values, endeavour in a given task, working as part of an effective team and volunteering both in school and within the community. 
They also receive badges and awards at certain thresholds. Celebration Assemblies take place each term where students may receive 
subject commendations and other rewards for excellent effort, attainment, attitudes and contributions. There is a celebration film at 
the end of each academic year, where students that have been consistent in exemplifying our values will be invited.



“One child, one teacher, one book
and one pen can change the world.”
Malala Yousafzai



Our Student Leadership
At Aureus we have a number of different opportunities for leadership available
     Students are invited to apply to join our Student Council, where they will meet monthly to discuss issues relating to the school

     Our Student Leadership Awards from Bronze to Platinum level provide a passport of opportunities to develop leadership skills in every year group

     The Peer Supporter scheme is an opportunity for Year 10 students to work with Year 7’s. The peer supporters are trained to help with issues surrounding

     self-confidence, bullying and wellbeing 

     Students are encouraged to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award, which is available from Year 9

     Our Digital Leaders Programme is designed to give young people the possibility to have an impact on our school’s approach to online safety education
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“Pupils are confident that staff will listen to their concerns and provide useful support.”
Ofsted, March 2022



 

“Educating the mind without
educating the heart is no 
education at all.”
Aristotle



 

Our Educational Trips & Visits

Residential trips available at Aureus:
     Bushcraft visit: www.thebushcraftcompany.com

     Skiing

     Auschwitz visit* (Poland) (*GCSE History)

     Geography field/river study trips (GCSE Geography)

     Long Haul Cultural Tour (e.g New York/India)

     Community

     World Challenge (Cambodia) www.weareworldchallenge.com/uk

Day Trips at Aureus:
     Voice in a Million* *Choir

     Local and London Theatre visits

     Museum and Art Gallery visit

     STEAM day trips ( Thorpe Park for the Physics of Roller Coasters project)

     Oxford Law Courts

     GLF Schools inter trust competitions (e.g Debating, Science Fair and Sports Festivals) 

     Radley College Dance Festival
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Educational visits and excursions are an integral part of the learning experience at Aureus. Trips can clarify and enhance the activities 
which take place in the classroom, both socially and educationally in many ways.



Our Support
More Able Students Support for individuals

We believe that our students have specific strengths to 
develop and where these are exceptional, they should be 
fostered and encouraged in special ways. Our More Able 
Provision includes personalised trips and visits in addition 
to stretch and challenge elements within our curriculum.

Students on our scholars programme are provided         
with tutoring from PHD students, work on a mini      
extended project qualification and visit Russell Group 
Universities/Oxbridge to raise awareness of future  
possibilities. A scholar's task is provided in lessons to 
ensure stretch and challenge is embedded into all lessons.

A bespoke programme of visits is also offered for our 
scholars to enrich their learning experiences. and a forum 
for Parents and Carers to engage with the More Able Lead, 
thus working together to nurture all children’s full 
potential.

A full More Able Programme is available via our school 
website www.aureusschool.org.

All students are part of a coaching group and meet 
with their coach daily. Coaches ensure that students 
feel safe and that they are supported fully with any 
concerns that arise. Parents and carers can contact 
coaches directly by email if they have concerns. Each 
coaching group belongs to a faculty, which is lead by 
a faculty leader and each year group has a dedicated 
Pastoral Welfare Lead who provides excellent 
support for those who need it. These members of 
staff ensure effective communication between 
school and home.

“Extra-curricular 
opportunities, as well as 
useful careers guidance, 
help pupils prepare for the
next stage of their 
education and adulthood.”
Ofsted, March 2022

“Education is not preparation for
life; education is life itself.”
John Dewey



Reasons to choose Aureus
There are many reasons to choose Aureus School for your child’s next step in education - from 
our incredible facilities to our Beacon status and varied curriculum. Here are some of the great 
reasons you should be a part of Aureus.

Ambitious Curriculum: We are aspirational for all our students and offer a wide range of 
subjects from languages to ethics and interactive media.

State-of-the-Art: Our school is still relatively new and purpose-built with great facilities 
including a sports hall, dance studio and art gallery.

Values Based Education: Our school values underpin our culture and ethos and each is 
explored during weekly assemblies to reinforce and explore them individually.

Global Citizens: We are passionate about developing the whole child and providing them with 
knowledge, skills and understanding that will prepare them to play a full and active part in the 
world around them.

Beacon School: For Holocaust education with the University College London which aims to 
improve the quality of teaching about the Holocaust with a rich understanding across the 
curriculum.

Scholars Programme: We aim to ensure our students are ready for post-16 studies and have a 
pathway to Russell Group of Oxbridge Universities or vocational and technical opportunities.

Smooth Transition: Joining a new school is exciting and challenging and we work closely with 
partner schools, parents and carers to make the move as easy as possible.

Learning together: We are the only co-educational 11 to 16 school in Didcot and we instil 
courage, ambition and resilience in every student to empower them to achieve greatness as a 
global citizen through a combined drive for excellence.

"Pupils read and enjoy many 
interesting styles of literature."
Ofsted, March 2022

“Pupils show kindness and 
respect to one another."
Ofsted, March 2022
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facebook.com/glfschools @glfschools www.glfschools.org

GLF Schools

Where Children Grow, Learn and Flourish

GLF Schools is one of the largest Multi Academy Trusts (MAT) in the 
country and is committed to providing the best possible all-round 
education for children and students. We are a thriving community of 
over 40 primary and secondary schools with over 2,000 colleagues 
and over 17,000 children.

All our children and young people will receive the best possible start in life

Every child will transition successfully to their next stage of education training or employment

Our Vision

We exist to serve our communities by providing all children and staff with the opportunity to grow, 
to learn and to flourish

Our Mission

Our core values of Respect, Inclusivity, Integrity and Kindness help drive our daily behaviours and 
standards

We work together sharing experience, sharing resources and sharing support

Our schools are stronger by working together

Our Values

We enjoy the benefits and support of one of the largest MATs in the country whilst serving our 
local community and keeping our unique identity

We are able to share ideas, resources and best practices with other schools within the Trust 
enabling us to deliver the best lessons and education to our children

We have autonomy to develop our own vibrant, challenging and rich curriculum that suits the 
needs of our community and our children

We are supported with access to the capability, capacity and resources that come from belonging 
to GLF Schools

Our staff make our school and GLF Schools is committed to support all staff with ongoing training 
and development

 

The bene�ts for Aurues School

GLF Schools
Where Children Grow, Learn and Flourish

https://bit.ly/facebookGLFSchools https://twitter.com/glfschools https://www.glfschools.org/



GLF Schools’
Foundation

Aspiration, Inclusivity and Opportunity
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Schools’ Foundation

About us

We support GLF Schools’ children through donations and voluntary income with opportunities 
including: 

Experiences outside school such as sports and drama clubs and other extracurricular activities

Mentoring by one of our Ambassadors to support students displaying a talent in their area of 
expertise 

Links with local clubs, companies and businesses which provide specialised teaching to 
enhance our children’s learning experience 

 

The Opportunities

The GLF Schools' Foundation, launched in 2022, provides 
opportunities for all young people within our schools, regardless of 
their financial background. This essential initiative removes the 
socio-economic barriers that exist, enabling our young people to     

experience a variety of activities in Sports and the Arts as well as supporting their emotional, physical, 
and long-term well-being.

We accept applications through the GLF Schools’ website at various stages throughout the year.

The Issue

Within GLF Schools there are currently:

Scan to �nd out more Follow us on our various social media platforms:

*Rounded to the nearest 1000/100

3,000 classified as Disadvantaged* 

300 in the Social Care System*

3,000  receiving  Free School Meals*

17,000 Total children* 

Contact us

foundation@glfschools.org
www.glfschools.org

GLF Schools’ Foundation

@foundationglf

@glfschoolsfoundation

https://bit.ly/facebookGLFFoundation

https://twitter.com/foundationglf

https://bit.ly/instagramGLFFoundation



Headteacher: Ms Julie Hunter

020 8716 4987
Candytuft Way, Harwell, Didcot, OX11 6FF

info@aureusschool.org 

www.aureusschool.org

GLF
An Academy within GLF Schools 

Find out more
www.aureusschool.org

Follow us on
facebook.com/Aureus.Secondary

Follow us on
twitter.com/AureusSchool

Aureus
School


