
The Labours of Hercules

Firstly, Hercules was asked to defeat 
a giant, powerful lion. He hid in the 
lion’s cave and wrestled it with his 
bare hands.

Then, he was told that he had to 
fight a nine-headed monster called 
a hydra. Hercules used fire to 
defeat the beast.

After this, Hercules was asked to 
capture a giant boar. He chased it 
before catching it in a large net.

Next, Hercules was asked to catch 
an incredibly fast deer. This task 
took him over a year to complete!

Then, Hercules was asked to bring back an enormous bull that had been 
charging through towns and villages. 

His next task was to clean the giant, 
stinky stables of a huge herd of 
cows. Hercules used the water from 
two rivers to wash away the mess.

The fifth task was to defeat a flock 
of birds that had been destroying 
crops. Hercules used poisoned 
arrows to scare off the birds.
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There once lived a half man, half god named Hercules.  
A curse was put on him when he was younger that forced 
him to do terrible things but he wanted to be forgiven. 
Someone told him to visit King Eurystheus who would 
give him 12 difficult tasks to complete. He would be 
forgiven if he managed to complete all of the tasks.
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The Labours of Hercules

The next task was to capture a 
big herd of cattle from a monster. 
Hercules defeated the monster before 
putting the cattle onto a boat.
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King Eurystheus was so scared of the three-headed dog that Hercules was holding 
that he hid inside a giant pot. Then, he told Hercules that he had been successful 
and that he had been forgiven.

Afterwards, Hercules was asked to 
bring back a magic belt. The belt 
belonged to Hippolyte and Hercules 
quickly stole it before sailing away.

After this, Hercules was asked to 
steal some golden apples. He was 
helped by a god named Atlas.

Finally, he was told to bring 
back a three-headed dog from the 
underworld. Hercules wrestled the 
dog to tire it out.
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Next, he was sent to capture four man-eating horses. Hercules trapped the 
horses and calmed them by feeding them only grass.
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Questions
1. How did Hercules defeat the giant, powerful lion? Tick one. 

   by using fire
   by using poisoned arrows
   by using two rivers
   by wrestling it with his bare hands

2. Why did King Eurystheus hide inside a pot? Tick one. 

   It was comfortable.
   He didn’t want to see Hercules.
   He was scared of the three-headed dog.
   He was playing hide and seek.

3. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in. The first one has 
been done for you.

   Hercules was told to visit King Eurystheus.
   King Eurystheus told Hercules he had been successful.
   Hercules completed the 12 tasks.

1    A curse was put on Hercules.

4. Draw three lines and complete each sentence.

Atlas... fought a hydra.

Hippolyte...
helped Hercules to get  

the golden apples.

Hercules... owned a magic belt.

5. Find and copy one word which tells you about the size of the bull that Hercules caught.

      

The Labours of Hercules
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6. Fill in the missing words.

Finally, Hercules was told to bring back a three-headed     from 

the       .

7. Which task do you think Hercules enjoyed the most? Explain your answer.
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Answers
1. How did Hercules defeat the giant, powerful lion? Tick one. 

   by using fire
   by using poisoned arrows
   by using two rivers
   by wrestling it with his bare hands

2. Why did King Eurystheus hide inside a pot? Tick one. 

   It was comfortable.
   He didn’t want to see Hercules.
   He was scared of the three-headed dog.
   He was playing hide and seek.

3. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in. The first one has 
been done for you.

2    Hercules was told to visit King Eurystheus.
4    King Eurystheus told Hercules he had been successful.
3    Hercules completed the 12 tasks.
1    A curse was put on Hercules.

4. Draw three lines and complete each sentence.

Atlas... fought a hydra.

Hippolyte...
helped Hercules to get  

the golden apples.

Hercules... owned a magic belt.

5. Find and copy one word which tells you about the size of the bull that Hercules caught.

enormous
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6. Fill in the missing words.

Finally, Hercules was told to bring back a three-headed dog from the underworld.

7. Which task do you think Hercules enjoyed the most? Explain your answer.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that Hercules most enjoyed the task where he 
had to get the golden apples because someone else did the task for him.

The Labours of Hercules
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The Labours of Hercules

For the first two tasks, Hercules was asked to defeat the Nemean lion and the Lernaean 
hydra. These were two powerful beasts that had been terrifying the local people. Next, 
King Eurystheus challenged him to catch an incredibly fast deer. It took Hercules a whole 
year to catch the animal but he was eventually successful and asked for the next task.

Hercules’ ninth task was to bring back a magic belt that belonged to a lady named 
Hippolyte. Hippolyte was happy to help Hercules but was worried that he was really 
there to start a fight. Wanting to avoid getting hurt, Hercules quickly stole the belt and 
sailed away.

After catching a giant boar for his fourth task, Hercules 
was told to clean the dirty stables of a huge herd of 
cattle. He dug large trenches that changed the route of 
two nearby rivers so that their water flowed through the 
stables and cleaned them.

King Eurystheus was amazed that Hercules had made it 
this far so he sent him to capture four man-eating horses. 
Hercules dug a deep river around the horses that filled 
with sea water. With nothing but grass to eat, the horses 
eventually calmed down and were captured.

Next, Hercules defeated a group of vicious birds that were destroying crops and villages. 
When he returned for his next task, he was asked to bring back an enormous bull that 
had been charging around a nearby island. When he arrived, he worked quickly to 
capture the bull and take it to King Eurystheus.

Thousands of years ago, there lived a half man, half god 
named Hercules. When he was younger, a curse was put 
on Hercules that forced him to do terrible things. When 
the curse was finally broken, he wanted to be forgiven 
for the things that he had done. He was told to visit 
King Eurystheus who would give him 12 difficult tasks to 
complete to earn forgiveness. 

visit twinkl.comPage 1 of 2

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/lks2-mythical-stories-from-different-cultures-the-story-of-icarus-ancient-greece-differentiated-reading-comprehension-activity-t-e-1000  


The Labours of Hercules

His next task was to steal a herd of cattle from a giant 
monster. After this, Hercules was sent to pick some golden 
apples. He asked a god named Atlas to help him. When 
Atlas agreed, Hercules returned with the golden apples.

Finally, King Eurystheus sent Hercules to the underworld to steal a large three-headed 
hound. When he arrived in the underworld, the beast’s owner told Hercules that he could 
take the dog if he could calm him. After wrestling for a long time, Hercules wore the 
animal out and carried it back to King Eurystheus.

King Eurystheus immediately hid from the terrifying, three-headed hound and told 
Hercules that everything in his past had been forgiven.
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Questions
1. What did Hercules have to do for his first two tasks? Tick two. 

   defeat the Nemean lion
   catch an incredibly fast deer
   bring back a magic belt
   defeat the Lernaean hydra

2. How did King Eurystheus react when he saw Hercules with the three-headed hound? 
Tick one. 

   he hid
   he cheered
   he screamed
   he shouted

3. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in.

   Hercules caught a giant boar.
   Hercules caught an incredibly fast deer.
   Hercules stole a herd of cattle.
   Hercules captured four man-eating horses.

4. Draw four lines and complete each sentence.

When he was younger,...
forgiven for the things 

he had done.

Hercules wanted to be...
sent Hercules to the 

underworld.

King Eurystheus... 
a curse was put 

on Hercules.

A god named Atlas...
helped Hercules to get 
some golden apples.

The Labours of Hercules
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5. What was Hercules’ ninth task?

 

6. Next, Hercules defeated a group of vicious birds that were destroying crops and villages. 
What does the word crops mean in this sentence?

 

7. Which task would you most like to have taken part in? Explain your answer.

 

 

 

8. Using 25 words or fewer, summarise the story of the labours of Hercules.
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Answers
1. What did Hercules have to do for his first two tasks? Tick two. 

   defeat the Nemean lion
   catch an incredibly fast deer
   bring back a magic belt
   defeat the Lernaean hydra

2. How did King Eurystheus react when he saw Hercules with the three-headed hound? 
Tick one. 

   he hid
   he cheered
   he screamed
   he shouted

3. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in.

2    Hercules caught a giant boar.
1    Hercules caught an incredibly fast deer.
4    Hercules stole a herd of cattle.
3    Hercules captured four man-eating horses.

4. Draw four lines and complete each sentence.

When he was younger,...
forgiven for the things 

he had done.

Hercules wanted to be...
sent Hercules to the 

underworld.

King Eurystheus... 
a curse was put 

on Hercules.

A god named Atlas...
helped Hercules to get 
some golden apples.

The Labours of Hercules
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5. What was Hercules’ ninth task?

Hercules’ ninth task was to bring back a magic belt that belonged to a lady named 
Hippolyte.

6. Next, Hercules defeated a group of vicious birds that were destroying crops and villages. 
What does the word crops mean in this sentence?

Accept any sensible response, such as: The word crops means things like potatoes and 
carrots that the villagers have grown.

7. Which task would you most like to have taken part in? Explain your answer.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I would most like to have taken part in the task to get 
the golden apples because I would like to have tried one. I’ve never had a golden apple 
before but they must be delicious if the king wanted them.

8. Using 25 words or fewer, summarise the story of the labours of Hercules.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Hercules wanted forgiveness for the things that he 
had done while cursed so he completed 12 dangerous tasks for King Eurystheus who 
forgave him.

The Labours of Hercules
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The Labours of Hercules

After completing the fourth task, which was to catch a 
giant boar, Hercules was told to clean the filthy stables of 
a huge herd of cattle. Immediately, he began to dig large 
trenches. These changed the route of two nearby rivers 
so that they flowed through the stables. The fresh water 
cleaned the stables and the task was complete.

Amazed that Hercules had made it this far, King Eurystheus 
sent Hercules to capture four terrifying, man-eating horses. 
Hercules dug a trench around the horses that filled with 
sea water. With nothing but grass to eat on the island, the 
horses were eventually calmed and captured.

Next, Hercules defeated a flock of vicious birds that were destroying crops and villages. 
After he had completed this task, he was asked to bring back an enormous bull that 
had been charging around the island of Crete. When he arrived at the island, he worked 
quickly to capture the bull and take it to King Eurystheus.

For the first two tasks, Hercules was asked to defeat the Nemean lion and the Lernaean 
hydra. These were two powerful beasts that had been terrifying the local people. Hercules 
used his incredible strength to defeat both of the beasts.

Next, King Eurystheus challenged him to catch an incredibly fast deer. It took Hercules 
a whole year to capture the animal but he was eventually successful and asked for the 
next task.

Thousands of years ago, there lived a man named Hercules. 
He was a demi-god and had the power of incredible 
strength. When he was younger, a goddess named Hera put 
a curse on Hercules that forced him to do terrible things. 
When the curse was finally broken, he wanted to be forgiven 
for the things that he had done and was told to visit King 
Eurystheus. There, he would be given 12 difficult tasks to 
complete to earn forgiveness.  
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The Labours of Hercules

Terrified to see the three-headed hound, King Eurystheus immediately hid and told 
Hercules that everything in his past had been forgiven.

Hercules’ ninth task was to bring back a magic belt that belonged to an Amazonian 
named Hippolyte. Hippolyte was happy to help Hercules until a rumour spread that 
Hercules was really there to harm Hippolyte. Wanting to avoid a fight, Hercules quickly 
stole the belt and sailed away.

His tenth task was to steal a herd of cattle from a giant 
monster. After this, Hercules was sent to pick some golden 
apples. He asked the god Atlas for help and in return, 
Hercules offered to carry the weight of the world for 
a while. Atlas agreed and Hercules returned with the 
golden apples.

For his final task, King Eurystheus sent Hercules to the underworld to steal a large 
three-headed hound. When he arrived in the underworld, the beast’s owner Hades said 
that Hercules could take the dog if he could calm him. After wrestling for a long time, 
Hercules was able to wear the animal out and carry it to King Eurystheus.

visit twinkl.comPage 2 of 2

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/lks2-mythical-stories-from-different-cultures-the-story-of-icarus-ancient-greece-differentiated-reading-comprehension-activity-t-e-1000  


Questions
1. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in.

   Hercules dug a trench that filled with sea water.
   Hercules wrestled a three-headed dog.
   Hercules changed the route of two rivers.
   Hercules was told to visit King Eurystheus.

2. What did Atlas want in return for his help? Tick one. 

   one of the golden apples
   for Hercules to leave him alone
   for Hercules to carry the weight of the world
   for Hercules to give him the fast deer

3. Look at the paragraph beginning After completing the fourth task… 
Find and copy one word which means the same as dirty.

      

4. Who was Hades?

 

5. Fill in the missing words.

Next, Hercules defeated a flock of vicious birds that were destroying      

and     .

6. What do you think Hercules did after completing the final task? Explain your answer.

 

 

 

The Labours of Hercules
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7. Compare the different tasks that Hercules was given. How are they similar?

 

 

 

8. Do you think that it was fair for King Eurystheus to give Hercules 12 tasks to complete? 
Explain your answer.

 

 

 

The Labours of Hercules

visit twinkl.comPage 2 of 2

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/lks2-mythical-stories-from-different-cultures-the-story-of-icarus-ancient-greece-differentiated-reading-comprehension-activity-t-e-1000  


Answers
1. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in.

3    Hercules dug a trench that filled with sea water.
4    Hercules wrestled a three-headed dog.
2    Hercules changed the route of two rivers.
1    Hercules was told to visit King Eurystheus.

2. What did Atlas want in return for his help? Tick one. 

   one of the golden apples
   for Hercules to leave him alone
   for Hercules to carry the weight of the world
   for Hercules to give him the fast deer

3. Look at the paragraph beginning After completing the fourth task… 
Find and copy one word which means the same as dirty.

filthy

4. Who was Hades?

Hades was the owner of the three-headed dog in the underworld.

5. Fill in the missing words.

Next, Hercules defeated a flock of vicious birds that were destroying crops and villages.

6. What do you think Hercules did after completing the final task? Explain your answer.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that Hercules celebrated that he had been 
forgiven and then went for a long sleep because he was so tired after fighting so 
many beasts.

7. Compare the different tasks that Hercules was given. How are they similar?

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Lots of the tasks involve animals or beasts that 
Hercules has to defeat or capture. They are also similar because they are all easy 
enough for Hercules to complete.
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8. Do you think that it was fair for King Eurystheus to give Hercules 12 tasks to complete? 
Explain your answer.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I do not think that it was fair for King Eurystheus 
to give Hercules 12 tasks to complete because Hercules only did the terrible things 
because he had been cursed. Hera should have been given the tasks to complete 
instead because she was the one who was responsible for what Hercules did.
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