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ST John Fisher Contingency Plan 

What to do in the case of a Covid-19 outbreak in school 

Staff and governors are working hard to manage the spread of COVID infection, and the following  

update is written to reduce the transmission of the new variants of the Omicron virus.  Measures to 

reduce the spread may need to be put in place should the following occur: 

 

The Department for Education will be contacted should the following occur at St John Fisher Catholic 

Primary School (DFE helpline 0800 0468687) 

• 5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for         

COVID-19 within a 10-day period; or  

• 10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive    

for COVID-19 within a 10-day period. 

 

We will seek public health advice if a pupil, student, child or staff member is admitted to hospital 

with COVID-19 or we are concerned about rapid transmission using the above number. 

 

Staff 

Staff will be informed as soon as a case is confirmed within the school.  

Staff will have access to NHS Test and Trace in the workplace.   

 

Testing  

In the case of an outbreak of Covid-19, staff will be asked to carry out LFD tests more frequently 

than twice a week.  As in DfE and government directives, close contacts will be required to take daily 

LFD tests for 7 days. Only in the case of a positive LFD test or developing symptoms will they be 

required to take a PCR test.  
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Face coverings  

Face coverings will be required to be worn in communal areas. Face coverings will be expected when 

in the company of a clinically vulnerable colleague or child. All visitors will be expected to wear a 

face covering.  

Increased hand sanitizing and cleaning in classes 

Tables and multi used areas, will be cleaned before lunch and at the end of the day (refer to risk 

assessment). A cleaning rota will be placed in other areas, frequently used by the children e.g. 

toilets. Hand-sanitising stations will be placed around the school and staff will remind children 

before lunch, at break and before the end of the day to sanitise their hands. 

Restricted gathering  

Collective worship will take place in classes or virtually to reduce the risk of transmission. 

Children will continue to have play times in phases. 

Lunch times will be in phases with the children spread out in the hall. 

Ventilation 

All learning areas will be ventilated throughout the day, leaving doors open. Children are able to 

keep coats accessible so that they can be worn if needed. Children are advised to wear layers to 

school underneath their uniform so that they are comfortable and able to learn effectively 

Attendance 

School remains open for all children, unless we are advised to reduce the number of children in the 

setting to limit the spread of the virus.  

Responsibility of parents and staff 

Anyone with symptoms of Covid-19 should inform the school as soon as is possible. If within the 

school, they should be sent home. 

Symptoms include one or more of the following: 

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough 

 a loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste 

More detail is available online: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-

have-coronavirus-symptoms/ 

The child or colleague should be tested  for COVID-19; this can be arranged online: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ 
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What to do following a positive test 

If the individual tests negative they can return to school as long as there are no other members of 

the household with Covid-19 symptoms. Consideration should also be given as to any other virus or 

infection that the individual may have. It may well be appropriate for the individual to remain absent 

from school whilst displaying symptoms of any other virus. 

 

In the event of a positive test result, the child/adult will be contacted by the NHS Test and Trace 

service. The child/adult will be asked to register on the NHS Test and Trace contact tracing website 

and also they must self-isolate at home for at least 10 days from when the symptoms started and 

follow the guidance available online: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-

at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-

infection 

 

The individual will receive a request by text, email or phone to log into the NHS Test and Trace 

service website and provide information about recent close contacts.  

 

Remote learning - individuals (Please refer to our remote learning policy) 

If a few children are learning from home/isolating, 8 days of learning can be located on the school 

website on the ‘Home Learning’ page, which can be found under the ‘Learning’ tab. Purple Mash 

platform is updated often with learning activities to do, which relate to the class topics. The learning 

for the term can be found on the class pages. 

Our safeguarding lead, learning mentor and pastoral support team will remain in regular contact 

with families, as needed. 

Remote Learning for larger groups of children 

If DFE recommend a class closure due to the concern in rising infection rates, virtual learning will be 

offered. Please refer to the virtual learning policy and expectations on the school website. 

Vulnerable groups and Key worker children and children who are unable to learn without 

considerable amount of learning support, will continue to attend the setting for as long as possible. 

Laptops can be made available to those pupils who do not have an appropriate device.  
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