
 

School SEND information report 

This report sets out the information about the ways in which St John Fisher Catholic Primary school 

meets the provision for children with special education needs and disabilities (SEND) 

About Our School 

St John Fisher Catholic Primary school provide for children with a wide range of special education 

needs and disabilities including: 

Communication and Interaction needs;  
This includes children who have speech language and communication difficulties including autistic 
spectrum conditions.  
Cognition and Learning needs;  
This includes children who have learning difficulties and specific learning difficulties like dyslexia, 
dyspraxia and dyscalculia.  
Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs;  
This includes children who may have behaviour difficulties relating to emotional conditions such as 
anxiety or depression. 
Sensory and/or Physical needs;  
This includes children who have visual or hearing needs, or a physical disability that affects their 
learning  
We believe that each child is unique and is a valued part of our school community. 

Inclusion team 

Our SENDCO is Mrs Penman who is a qualified teacher and has a Post Graduate Certificate in 

Advanced Practice (SEND) and holds the National SENDCO award. She works closely with our 

Principal, Ms Carbon who also holds the National SENCO award. Ms Carbon oversees the provision 

and monitoring of children’s progress throughout the school and helps to support the families of 

those children with SEND. Our Learning Mentor is Mrs Moss who works with children and families 

across the school as part of the Inclusion Team. All of the team are designated safe guarding leads. 

The SENDCO can be contacted via the school office:  

Tel: 01865 779676                      Email: l.penman@dbmac.org.uk 

Our SEND governor is Mr Jamie Murray. 

Our SEND policy can be found on the school website. 

 

mailto:l.penman@dbmac.org.uk


How do we identify and give extra help to children and young people with SEND?  

The school uses Oxfordshire County Council’s guidance ‘Identifying and supporting Special 
Educational Needs in Oxfordshire schools and settings’.  
The guidance sets out:  
How we identify if a child or young person has a special educational need.  

How we assess children and plan for their special educational needs, and how we adapt our 
teaching.  

Ways in which we can adapt our school environment to meet each child’s needs.  

How we review progress and agree outcomes and involve you and your child in this process.  
 
Click on the link here to read it:  
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfa

milies/educationandlearning/specialeducationalneeds/SEND/CompilationFoundationYearsandPrima

ry.pdf 

The partnership between school and home is important to us at St John Fisher Catholic Primary 
School. We will always contact parents if we have a concern that a child or young person may have a 
special educational need and no child goes onto the school’s Special Needs register without the full 
consent of the child’s parents or guardian. We work closely with children with SEN and their families 
to agree outcomes and to plan how we will all work together towards these, and then to review 
progress.  
 

This communication happens in a variety of ways:                                       
 

 Each child has a Pupil Profile which outlines the interventions and /or strategies used to 
support the child’s learning. This document is sent home at the beginning of term 1, 3 and 5.  

 

 Review meetings are held between the parents and class teacher at the ends of terms 2, 4 
and 6 to review the Pupil Profile and discuss the child’s progress and any other issues.  

 

 Parents evenings are held twice a year (Terms 1 and 4)  
 

 Parents are always able to speak to class teachers at the end of the school day regarding any 
concerns.  

 

 Appointments can be made to see the SENCo by phoning the school office  
 

We regularly review policies to ensure that we are providing the best support for our children.  This 

is sometimes done through conversations or questionnaires of staff, parents and children. 
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Adapting the Curriculum 

                                                                                                                                                
First Quality teaching We offer a broad and balanced curriculum for all children and young people 

including those with SEN. Please look at the school website for information on the broad and 

exciting curriculum the children enjoy. Teachers are responsible for the progress of all children and 

lessons are well differentiated to ensure success and progress for everyone. Resources such as word 

banks, coloured overlays, writing frames  are used to increase confidence and enable children to 

become independent learners.  

 
Additional support Programmes 
 
The school offers many intervention programmes which offer support in addition to the core 
curriculum to boost and support children’s learning. These are usually delivered by a trained TA and 
are monitored by the SENCo. They sometimes take place in the classroom or in a learning area in the 
school, such as the Sunshine room. These interventions may support a particular aspect of learning 
such as reading and comprehension or numeracy but we also offer social/nurture groups to enable 
children to develop communication and social skills and increase their self-esteem. Weekly meetings 
take place between teachers and support staff to ensure that information communicated effectively 
in the team. The SENCO and Learning Mentor share the Inclusion office where we can welcome 
parents and external professionals. 
 
Interventions we run include:  
Reading: 

Sally squirrel – early reading skills and behaviour for learning 

Launch into reading success – early years and year 1 

Talk Boost years 1 and 2 

FFT (Fisher Family Trust) reading intervention, suitable for all year groups, works on reading and 

writing skills 

Spirals language programme (nursery and EYFS) 

Language steps (nursery) 

Totem: reading intervention, focus is on de-coding and comprehension ages 8 and above 

Barrington Stoke books to support children with a specific literacy difficulty, high level interest but 

lower level decoding 

New Reading and Thinking: Children read short passages of text and use deduction and inference 
skills to answer questions about a text.  
Assessment: Salford reading assessment or NARA 



Assessment: British Picture Vocabulary Scales 

Writing:  

Write away together – all ages 

First class at writing year 3 and 4 

Training: Susie Spolander 3 day planning and training across all areas 

Assessment: using the Ks1 and 2 interim assessments 

Additional year ¾ teacher to support writing 

Maths: 

Rapid maths years 2-5 

Gap maths - across the age range 

First class at number  year 1 and 2 

Success at Arithmetic years 3 and above 

Assessment: Sandwell maths assessment, analytical assessment                         

Training: Numicon Training  and Hamilton Nick Barrwick 

Additional maths teacher to support in KS2 

Spelling 

Catch up materials -  ks2 Babcock is used in years 3 and 4 for catch up spelling.  

Precision Teach intervention is used to support reading and spelling of common words 

 Assessment: Youngs spelling/dolch word lists 

Emotional support 

The nurture game – years 3 and above                                                  

 Social stories – across the age range at different levels 

The Zones of Regulation training ( September 2019) 

Forest school nurture groups on site 

Assessment: QCA and Boxhall profile 1:1 sessions with Learning mentor, with needs focus 

We regularly review the impact that the intervention is having on the learning of the child, during 

and after and how this is transferred into the classroom. 

 



Staff training   

Staff training is undertaken in various aspects of SEN according to the needs of the children to 

ensure that the provision made and support given to pupils is appropriate and effective. The training 

needs of staff are reviewed as part of the CPD process in school. Training may take the form of 

attendance at external courses on particular conditions such as dyscalculia, dyslexia or autism or is 

offered through in-house training run by the SENCO or other specialists such as our Educational 

Psychologist or a Language and Communication Advisory Teacher.      Staff training is undertaken in 

various aspects of SEN according to the needs of the children to ensure that the provision made and 

support given to pupils is appropriate and effective. The training needs of staff are reviewed as part 

of the CPD process in school. Training may take the form of attendance at external courses on 

particular conditions such as dyscalculia, dyslexia or autism or is offered through in-house training 

run by the SENCO or other specialists such as our Educational Psychologist or a Language and 

Communication Advisory Teacher.    Teaching assistants are trained alongside teachers to ensure 

consistency and continued professional develoment.                                                                       

                                                                                                                                          

We have access to a range of specialist support services including;  

 Educational Psychology Service   

 SENSS (Special Educational Needs Support Services), who support children with 
communication and language, sensory needs and physical needs. Teams include, speech 
therapy, occupational therapy, SEN ICT and physical disability service.   

 The Art Room, Orchard Meadow School 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)  

 OXSIT (Oxfordshire School Inclusion Team)  

 MASH ( Multi agency safeguarding hub) team 
 
Information about these services and what they offer can be found on the Oxfordshire County 
Council SEN web pages by clicking on the link below:  
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/special-educational-needs-sen  
We also work with other services and organisations that are involved with a family with the family’s 
permission.  
 
How do we know if SEN provision is effective?  
 
The progress of all children/young people is tracked throughout the school through using the Sims 

data system and this data is analysed regularly during termly Pupil Progress meetings with class 

teachers, the Head teacher and the SENDCo. In addition for children with SEN we regularly review 

progress towards agreed outcomes assessing whether the support that’s been in place has made a 

difference and what we need to do next. We evaluate this progress against age related expectations, 

during teacher pupil progress meetings termly. When we run special intervention programmes for 

groups of children we assess how successful they have been and use that information to decide on 

how best to run them in the future. The SENDCo meets with the SEN Governor to discuss this. 



Information about how the governing body evaluate the success of the education that is provided 

for pupils with SEND is contained in the governors’ annual SEND report.  

All children are included in activities and trips following risk assessments which are shared with staff 

and parents. There is information about activities and events for children with SEND in Oxfordshire 

in the Family Information Directory: 

http://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/fsd/disabilities.page  

Information regarding Oxfordshire’s accessibility strategy can be found here: 

http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/SEN/guidance

/Schools_Accessibility_Strategy.pdf  

 
Joining the school and moving on 

We readily liaise with schools in the transfer of pupils from or too our school.  We ensure that 

additional visits take place and that information is shared in person.  We encourage secondary 

schools to meet with our children to allow them to feel confident to take the next step in their 

learning for life. 

Feedback and Complaints 

We welcome feedback from parents.  If a parent or guardian is concerned about SEND provision for 

their child, initial contact should be the class teacher.  A meeting will then be arranged, which may 

include the Principal or SENDCo, to discuss the concern. In the event of a formal complaint 

concerning SEND provision , parent/guardians are advised to contact the Principal.  Parents may also 

contact the Governing body.  

Local offer 

Oxfordshire’s Local offer contains lots of information for parents.  Click here to see it 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/special-educational-needs-sen.     

                                                                                                                                

We aim to deliver an exciting curriculum which supports individuals to be the best that they can 

be,celebrating success and encouraging a love of  learning for life. 
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