
Recycling Project 
for  

St Brigid of Ireland Class 
and 

St Josephine Bakhita Class 
If you complete the project, we would love to see your finished 

recycled product. When you return to school, bring it in to share with 
the rest of the class.  



Day 1 



Project 

Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 
 

As part of this isolation pack you will be looking at a recycling 
project, where you will create many different pieces of work using 
technology, crafts, recycled items and more!  

Follow these slides to find out what your task will be for each day!   
 



STARTER ACTIVITY: 

What things have you and your 
family recycled today? 

List as many as you can think of.  

Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 



Note down some 
of the reasons 
why recycling is 

important 

Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 



What do YOU recycle at home? 

I recycle milk bottles and tin foil. What about you?  

 

Make a list to write them down and ask your family members if you need to!  

Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 

Write down yes or no to whether we can recycle each one of these items -  



Note down some 
of the things you 

are unable to 
recycle 

Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 



Final task 
Create a poster to inform people about recycling and the reasons we should do this:  

•  A title  
•  Why recycling is important? 
•  What can we recycle? 
•  What can’t we recycle? 

Useful websites: 

www.recycling-guide.org.uk    

www.recyclenow.com 

 

Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 

http://www.recycling-guide.org.uk/
http://www.recycling-guide.org.uk/
http://www.recycling-guide.org.uk/
http://www.recycling-guide.org.uk/
http://www.recyclenow.com/


Day 2 



Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 
Persuasive Writing/Speaking Task 

Using the research in the previous recycling task, I want you to 
write or say a persuasive speech you may give to a family 
member or a friend, which persuades them to recycle more 
often.  

You can make it look like a poster or a paragraph of writing…  

 

 



Day 3 



Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 

Starter task: product Life Cycles 
 

Firstly, what do we mean by a “life cycle”? 
 
Can you think of an example? 
 
Can you think of any objects that have a 
life cycle? 
 
Note down the answers to these 
questions…  



Watch 
this video 
to see the 
life cycle 
of a mobile 
phone 

Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 

https://video.link/w/2v9Hc


The Life Cycle of a Mobile Phone 
 

Extraction – raw materials are mined from the ground 

Processing – raw materials are heated and combined 

Manufacture – circuit boards & screens assembled  

Packaging & transportation – often shipped or flown 

Purchase – we buy it! 

Useful life – most phones replaced after 10 months 

End of life – it finally stops working 

Disposal – landfill, incineration, donated or recycled 

Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 



Main task 

Can you make a poster showing a product life cycle 
For example: a milk bottle, a glass jar, tin foil 

Describe each stage of production, you may want to choose something that is in your 
house already!  

 

Useful websites: 

www.flatpackjack.net/images/port_paper_big.jpg  

http://techalive.mtu.edu/meec/module14/images/lifecycle-paper3.gif 

www.epa.gov/climatechange/wycd/waste/images/lifecycle.jpg 

Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 

http://www.flatpackjack.net/images/port_paper_big.jpg
http://www.flatpackjack.net/images/port_paper_big.jpg
http://techalive.mtu.edu/meec/module14/images/lifecycle-paper3.gif
http://techalive.mtu.edu/meec/module14/images/lifecycle-paper3.gif
http://techalive.mtu.edu/meec/module14/images/lifecycle-paper3.gif
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/wycd/waste/images/lifecycle.jpg


Day 4 



Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 

Now that you have completed a product life cycle, can you write some 
bullet points about your product life cycle and describe the stage 
which has the worst effect on the environment:  

★ Why is that stage so bad? 
★ Are there ways the bad effects could be reduced? 
★ What will it most effect in the world?  



Day 5 



Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 
We are looking at how we can reduce our waste in line with 

government targets.  
 

Choose one of the issues and using the information in the next 
slide write a plan for a reduce, reuse, recycle campaign for the 

school.  
Maybe you could do it as a poster or split your A4 paper up into 

6 boxes   

Issue 1 
Mrs Ball has complained that there is 

too much food packaging being 
thrown away and not always in the 

bins provided. 

Issue 2 
Mrs Penman wants to promote pupils 

drinking more water during the school day. 
She needs to decide whether to buy in 
more bottles of water or try something 
different like buying a water fountain.  Issue 3 

The cost of printing and 
photocopying is worryingly high and 
Mr White wants teachers and pupils 

to think about how this can be 
improved. 



Day 6 



Metal 

Plastic 
Which materials are 

easiest to recycle? 

Why is it better to reuse some 

materials rather than recycle 

them? 

If the government want to meet 

their targets they should  pay 

people to recycle their rubbish 

What can you do with materials 

that do not rot down like glass? 

I think it would be easier to get 

people to use less rather than pay 

money on recycling costs 

Is it true that fleeces are made 

from plastic milk bottles? 

Facts and Figures 
• Figures 

• UK uses 12.5 million tonnes per year 

• Can be recycled up to 5 times before 
the fibres become too weak. 

• Each family in the UK uses the 
equivalent of 6 trees per year. 

• 30% of all household rubbish is 
paper 

• Issues 

• Recycling paper means we don’t 
have the problems of disposal 
associated with landfill sites or 
incineration 

• Trees that are grown for paper do not 
provide natural environments for 
wildlife in the same way natural 
forests do. 

• Politics  

• The government has set targets to 
reduce biodegradable waste such as 
paper and cardboard going to landfill 
by 25%. 

 

M
e

ta
ls

 

• Figures 

• There are 70 different types of metals, iron is the most 
widely used. 

• An average of 240 steel cans are used by everyone in 
the UK per year. 

• Aluminium in empty drinks cans is a valuable material 
and can be sold for  20-40p per kg. 

• Recycling uses 25% less energy than creating new 
aluminium. 

• Issues 

• Wrongly disposed metals adds to the mountain of 
rubbish being buried in landfill sites. 

• Extracting pure metal uses huge amounts of energy 
and raw materials putting a strain on the earths 
resources and contributing to the causes of global 
warming. 

• Some metals present an environmental threat due to 
their toxicity. 

• Politics 

• 80% of old vehicles should be reused or recycled. 

• 75% of Waste electrical and electronic equipment 
should be recycled. 

P
la
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 • Figures 

• Plastics make up 8-11% of UK waste per 
year. 

• 60% of household plastic waste is from 
packaging 

• Each of us uses 90kg of plastic per year. 

• Issues 

• Resource use-oil is one of the main raw 
materials used to make plastic. 

• Landfill-The UK is running out of space to 
build new landfill sites reducing the option of 
burying it and forgetting it. 

• Toxic by products- Wrongly disposing of 
plastic can release highly toxic substances 
into the environment. 

• Wildlife impact-Many species die each year 
from either becoming tangled up in plastic 
wrappings or ingesting plastics. More than 
60% of litter found on beaches is plastic. 

• Politics 

•  Government targets are to reduce the use of 
plastic packaging by 25% with an increase to 
20% for recycling. 

• 25 plastic bottles can be used to make 1 
fleece. 

Paper 

Metals 



Day 7 



Project 

As this is almost your last project lesson let us think about our 
final project for this isolation period.  

We have been thinking about reducing, reusing and recycling 
things in our house, so we want you to create something out of the 
recycling materials in your house.  

We would like you to plan a design for the object that you are 
going to create, so think about:  

- The materials you will need 
- What equipment you will need to help you create it  
- Do you need an adult to help you?  



Day 8 



Final part of the project! 

 
 
Now you have created your plan!  

It is time to create your object to help reducing, reusing and 
recycling!  

 


