
 

Attendance 

School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is a 
priority to ensure that as many children as possible regularly attend school. 

 
Summary update 02.12.2021 

This guidance explains the actions school is taking to reduce the risk of transmission 
of coronavirus (COVID-19)  This includes public health advice, endorsed by the 
United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA). 

Schools and trusts should work closely with parents and carers (future references to 
parents should be read as including carers), staff and unions when agreeing the best 
approaches for their circumstances. 

We use the terms ‘must’ and ‘should’ throughout the guidance. We use the term 
‘must’ when the person in question is legally required to do something and ‘should’ 
when the advice set out should be followed unless there is a good reason not to. 

The government continues to manage the risk of serious illness from the 
spread of the virus. The Prime Minister announced on 27 November the 
temporary introduction of new measures as a result of the Omicron variant. 
These measures are precautionary, while the variant is tracked and assessed. As a 
result, we are reflecting these measures in this guidance for schools, most directly a 
temporary recommendation on the wearing of face coverings in schools and 
changes to isolation requirements for confirmed and suspected cases of the Omicron 
variant and their contacts. This advice remains subject to change as the situation 
develops. 

COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we learn to live with and the imperative to 
reduce the disruption to children and young people’s education remains. 

Our priority is for us to deliver face-to-face, high-quality education to all pupils. The 
evidence is clear that being out of education causes significant harm to educational 
attainment, life chances, mental and physical health. 

The government has worked closely with the Department of Health and Social Care 
(DHSC) and the United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA) to revise this 
guidance. 

Changes to the guidance since its 27 September 2021 publication includes: 

 updated advice on tracing close contacts and isolation to reflect the change 
in measures for close contacts of suspected or confirmed Omicron cases 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/covid-19-schools-operational-guidance#closecontacts


 updated advice on face coverings to reflect the change in measures – they 
are now recommended in communal areas in all schools for adults and for 
pupils from year 7 onwards We have decided to adopt this at St John Fisher, 
to reduce transmission. 

 the replacement of references to Public Health England with references to 
the United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA) 

 an updated travel and quarantine section to reflect that pupils arriving from 
abroad will need to isolate and test on arrival 

Tracing close contacts and isolation 

Close contacts in schools are now identified by NHS Test and Trace and education 
settings are not expected to undertake contact tracing. 

As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the 
positive case or their parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting 
will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case or their parent 
specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be 
a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 
due to the nature of the close contact. You may be contacted in exceptional cases to 
help with identifying close contacts, as currently happens in managing other 
infectious diseases. 

All individuals who have been identified as a close contact of a suspected or 
confirmed case of the Omicron variant of COVID-19, irrespective of vaccination 
status and age, will be contacted directly and required to self-isolate 
immediately and asked to book a PCR test. They will be informed by the local 
health protection team or NHS Test and Trace if they fall into this category and 
provided details about self-isolation. 

Further actions for educational settings may be advised by a local Incident 

Management Team (IMT) investigating a suspected or confirmed case of the 
Omicron variant of COVID-19. 

For everyone else, isolation rules are unchanged. Individuals are not required 
to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 
who is not a suspected or confirmed case of the Omicron variant, or are a 
close contact of someone with COVID-19 who is not a suspected or confirmed 
case of the Omicron variant, and any of the following apply: 

 they are fully vaccinated 

 they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

 they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine 
trial 

 they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/covid-19-schools-operational-guidance#facecoverings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/covid-19-schools-operational-guidance#travelandquarantine
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in 
close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would 
encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 

Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young people aged under 18 
years 6 months who usually attend school, and have been identified as a close 
contact of someone with COVID-19 who is not a suspected or confirmed case of the 
Omicron variant, should continue to attend school as normal. 

Control measures at home and at school 

You should: 

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. 
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases 

of COVID-19. 

Confirmatory PCR tests 

Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate in line with the stay 
at home guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-
19) infection. They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID-
19. 

Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate. 

If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test and is negative, 
it overrides the self-test LFD test and the pupil can return to school, as long as the 
individual doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms. 

Attendance 

School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is a 
priority to ensure that as many children as possible regularly attend school. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

